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women in combat is one which I enthusiasti-
cally support.

Confirmation
Q. Dr. Perry, is there anything at all in

your background that’s come up over this
past weekend of vetting that could conceiv-
ably cause you or the administration any
problems during the Senate confirmation
process? In that regard, I’m specifically also
referring to the so-called ‘‘nanny problem.’’

Deputy Secretary Perry. Nothing has
come up that I believe would cause me any
problems in the confirmation process.

Russia
Q. Dr. Perry, do you think that with the

return to conservative government in Mos-
cow, that there’s a possibility there may be
a new cold war starting? I mean, it’s early,
but are there trends?

Deputy Secretary Perry. I would ob-
serve that we cannot control the events in
other countries, including Russia, but we can
influence them. And I believe the President
has adopted a program to assist not just the
Russians but many of the nations in the
former Soviet Union to help stabilize their
economy, and this is the most constructive
thing we can do to minimize the chance of
that unfortunate disaster occurring.

Defense Budget
Q. Was your answer categorical about the

nanny question, Dr. Perry?
Q. What about the current budgetary

crunch, sir, that the Pentagon faces and the
possible difficulty you may have in actually
carrying out the blueprint that the President
has laid out?

Deputy Secretary Perry. In order to
carry out the bottom-up review with the
funds that are posed for it, we will have to
manage the Pentagon very well. We will have
to have real acquisition reform. We will have
to have careful planning and management of
our programs. We have to do all of this while
we’re maintaining a very high level of readi-
ness and a level of morale and cohesion in
the military forces. It is a difficult manage-
ment job, and I believe it’s doable, and that’s
what I’m undertaking to do.

Thank you.

The President. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. on the
State Floor at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Cyprus Conflict
January 24, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I am submitting to you this
report on progress toward a negotiated set-
tlement of the Cyprus question. The previous
report covered progress through September
15, 1993. The current report covers the re-
mainder of September through November
15, 1993.

On September 20, 1993, the United Na-
tions Security Council responded to the Sep-
tember 14 Report of the Secretary General
on his good offices in Cyprus. The reply was
contained in a Presidential letter and con-
veyed the Security Council’s continued sup-
port for the Secretary General’s efforts. In
the letter, the Security Council reiterated the
obligation of both parties to cooperate fully
and without delay in reaching an overall
framework on the package of proposals. It
also expressed the Council’s recognition of
the important role that Turkey could play in
this effort.

On October 4, Under Secretary of State
Peter Tarnoff met with Cyprus Foreign Min-
ister Michaelides in New York City. Mr.
Tarnoff stressed that the moment is ripe for
pushing toward a resolution of the Cyprus
conflict. They discussed proposals for an is-
land-wide census as requested by the United
Nations and the demilitarization of certain
areas of the island. Mr. Tarnoff welcomed
all ideas that might stimulate discussion and
said that he appreciated the Cypriot’s willing-
ness to discuss new initiatives.

Ambassador John Maresca, U.S. Special
Cyprus Coordinator, met with British Under
Secretary Greenstock in London on October
7. Mr. Greenstock briefed the Ambassador
on his September 16–18 visit to Cyprus. They
discussed benefits for both communities in
the Secretary General’s confidence-building
measures (CBMs), and agreed to the need
to resume the intercommunal dialogue
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quickly after the Turkish Cypriot elections.
He also stated that it was important to keep
a dialogue open with both sides.

On October 12, Turkey dispatched former
Deputy Prime Minister Inonu to northern
Cyprus to help resolve the dispute among
the Turkish Cypriot leadership about the
election issue. Turkey’s intercession was
helpful in bringing about a compromise that
enabled the Turkish Cypriots to hold their
elections December 12.

On October 15, I met with Prime Minister
Ciller of Turkey and expressed my personal
interest in a just and permanent solution
being quickly achieved on Cyprus. I also reit-
erated our position that Turkey must use its
influence and good offices with the Turkish
Cypriots. She assured me that Turkey fully
supports the goal of a resolution of the Cy-
prus problem and would further explain the
benefits of the CBMs to the Turkish Cyp-
riots.

The first U.N. teams of experts began their
review of the Varosha/Nicosia Airport CBMs
in Cyprus on October 17. The teams estab-
lished at the request of the Secretary General
and endorsed by the Security Council, had
the mandate to examine the various aspects
of the package of CBMs related to the re-
opening of the fenced area of Varosha and
Nicosia International Airport.

United Nations Special Cyprus Negotiator
Clark visited Cyprus November 7–10 where
he met with the U.N. ‘‘experts teams’’ and
with President Clerides and Mr. Denktash.
He said that preliminary results from the
teams showed tremendous benefits for the
two communities. Mr. Clark also stated that
progress on the CBMs must be seen by the
end of January. A delay in implementing the
CBMs, he added, could cause serious dif-
ficulty, and might result in the Security
Council considering possible ‘‘alternative
measures.’’ Mr. Clark again stressed the need
for Turkey to use its good offices in ensuring
a quick resumption of the negotiating proc-
ess.

Although there has been little movement
during this period because of the elections
in northern Cyprus, I am pleased to note that
all involved have indicated a willingness to
return to the negotiating table. Our position
is well known—we expect both sides to re-

turn to the negotiations soon after the De-
cember 12 elections. As I noted several
times, I firmly believe that the Secetary Gen-
eral’s package of confidence-building meas-
ures is fair and balanced, and that its accept-
ance by both sides will hasten a final overall
framework agreement. I hope that in my next
report, I will be able to state that negotiations
have resumed and that progress is being
made.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Claiborne Pell, Chairman of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee.

Nomination for Assistant Secretaries
of the Army and Air Force
January 24, 1994

The President announced his intention
today to nominate three assistant secretaries
at the Pentagon: Gilbert F. Decker to be As-
sistant Secretary of the Army for Research,
Development and Acquisition; Robert F.
Hale to be Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force for Financial Management; and Sara
E. Lister to be Assistant Secretary of the
Army for Manpower and Reserves.

‘‘As I ask William Perry to take over the
reins at the Department of Defense, I am
pleased to be continuing the process of en-
suring that we have a strong team at every
level of the Pentagon,’’ said the President.
‘‘I expect Gilbert Decker, Robert Hale, and
Sara Lister to all play an important role in
keeping our armed services the best in the
world.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Commissioner of the
Federal Maritime Commission
January 24, 1994

The President announced today his inten-
tion to nominate Joe Scroggins, Jr., to be
Commissioner of the Federal Maritime
Commission.
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